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Editorial
The CTC Project

As technology is rapidly evolving, terror incidents are 
also undergoing a technology-aided transformation 
with the utilization of non-traditional products such 
as cryptocurrencies, social media and other financial 
technologies to enhance anonymity. Therefore, the 
monitoring and analysis of financial transactions is critical 
to prevent and disrupt global terrorism funding. The 
prevention and disruption of terrorism financing requires 
international cooperation and advanced investigative 
techniques based on new technologies.
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The Cut The Cord (CTC) project with the 
establishment of a wide stakeholder community 
aims to enhance public-private cooperation 
to combat terrorism financing. The building 
of the Counter-Terrorism financing end-users’ 
capacity in emerging terrorism financing 
risks and the preparedness to tackle financial 
activities of terrorist organizations, will be mainly 
achieved through joint training exercises. It 
will involve Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs), 
Financial Authorities and payment Services, 
Cryptocurrency Anti Money Laundering (AML) 
organizations Financial Information Units (FIUs), 
but also other relevant actors.

The CTC project will provide solutions based on 
Artificial Intelligence tools for data acquisition 
and analysis of financial transactions alongside 
with an information exchange mechanism. CTC 
will develop the appropriate framework for sharing 
financial data to model suspicious transactional 
behavior, improve the investigation capabilities 
of law enforcement agencies, and enhance the 
cooperation between different stakeholders 
involved in the “investigation supply chain”.
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The CTC project is an EU ISFP funded project 
started on November 1st, 2021, with a duration 
of 24 months. The consortium is consisted of ten 
partners across the EU.

The project’s External Advisory Board is currently 
consisted by five members. Malta Police Force, 
European Public Prosecutor’s Office, Asset 
Recovery Bureau, INTERPOL and Netherlands 
Forensic Institute accepted our invitation, and 
we are honoured to have them on board!

Project info
Advisory Board
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The Consortium partners cover a wide geographical 
area of the European Union (EU), representing 
six countries including the Center for Security 
Studies (KEMEA) Project Coordinator, which 
cooperates closely with EU LEAs and is specialized 
in cybercrime and online terrorism, three Law 
Enforcement Agencies (BayHfoD, HP and SPA), 
one Small Medium Enterprise (SME) specialized in 
AML for crypto markets (SCHAIN), one European-
level technology research centre (CERTH) 
specialized in Social Media and web Monitoring, 
Artificial Intelligence, and Big Data Analytics, one 
SME-Joint research centre (C&T) specialized in 
transnational crimes, one research organization 
(ABI Lab / CERTFin) which is a member of the Italian 
Financial CERT specialized training and innovative 
research for the banking sector and one SME (DC) 
with specialization in blockchain technologies, 
information and evidence sharing and one 
international cluster organization (FI).   

Consortium
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Events Participation
Internal Security Fund Police funded project’s 
kick-off meeting!

CTC participated in the ‘’ISF Police funded 
project’s kick-off meeting’’ moderated by the 
coordinator of the Internal Security Fund (ISF) 
Mr. Peter Arnoud HEERES who welcomed several 
projects and relevant networks on stage to present 
their objectives and current outcomes. CTC was 
represented by the Project’s Coordinator Mr. 
Efstathios Skarlatos from the Center for Security 
studies (KEMEA), who went through an overview of 
the project’s objectives, the consortium members 
and the anticipated key outputs. The meeting 
provided an excellent opportunity for knowledge 
exchange between all participants while it also 
embraced new synergies and collaboration 
activities among the attendees. Anti-FinTer, AviaTor 
Phase 2, OVERCLOCK, CYBERSPACE, CYBBAR, 
PRIORITY, ISF PROFID were some other projects that 
participated in the meeting and also some networks 
such as ECTEG, ENLETS and EACTDA. Find the 
relevant article on our website.
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Community info
Invitation Link

The CTC project will establish a stakeholder 
community consisted with members from key 
group audiences such as Law Enforcement 
Agencies (LEAs), Financial Intelligence Units 
(FIUs), Financial Authorities and payment 
Services, Cryptocurrency Anti Money 
Laundering Organizations, and Policy Makers 
and other interested stakeholders to achieve 
its objectives of preventing and disrupting 
terrorism financing through a public-private 
cooperation enhancement, capacity building 
and preparedness of the end-users.

The community members will have the option 
to engage in the project’s training exercises, 
participate in the identification of user 
requirements, evaluation and validation of results. 
They will interact with other experts on the field 
(from FIUs, Financial Institutions, LEAs, Fintech 
SMEs etc.) share views, opinions and knowledge 
with the other members creating a feeling of a 
strong community with similar interests and goals.

If you are interested, you can join the CTC 
Stakeholder Community and learn more here!
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https://ctc-project.eu/


Next steps
Events & Meetings

EAFS Conference , 30 May - June 3rd , Stockholm!

CTC will be there! More than 1000 participants 
have been registered to the event welcoming 
discussions, workshops, presentations, demos 
and more. The CTC will have a booth during the 
European Day on June 2nd, and it will also be 
featured in one of the oral presentations.  

More information regarding EAFS can be found here!
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https://www.eafs2022.eu


Synergies

The CTC project has already established links 
with the Anti-FinTer project! The project’s first 
synergy was initiated with the participation in the 
ISF Police funded project’s kick off meeting! The 
CTC project has already identified other relevant 
EU projects to create links and synergies. If you 
are interested, you can contact KEMEA, the 
Project’s Coordinator to further discuss potential 
synergies at ctc_coordinator@kemea-research.gr
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Follow us on social media to explore the CTC world.

ctc_coordinator@kemea-research.gr.


